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Robertson.

The presiding judge stipulat-
ed that the ITV/ITC hearing

must take place before the end
of September — meaning it will

| Dyke’s MacTaggart
' confirms news at10

BBC director general Greg
Dyke is expected to confirm
p]dm to move BBC 1°s Nine
O 'Clock News to 22.00 in his
MacTaggart lecture on Friday
(25 August), despite confirma-
tion that ITV is to take its News
at T'en battle to the High Court,
write Lucy Rouse and Colin

20 (o court in a fortnight’s time,
according to ITV sources.

If the court rules in favour of
the ITC, ITV would be forced
to change its evening schedule
unmedmte]y with its 23.00
Nightly News brought to 22.30.

Meanwhile observers pointed
out that if Dyke confirms his
plans to air the BBC 1 news at

2.00, he does not have gover-
nors’ or government approval
for the move.

He i1s expected to use his

MacTaggart speech to promote
his ‘vision’ putting the BBC
channels into context within
broadcasting, pre and post-
analogue switch off.
Panorama — which may be
spread across BBC 1 and BBC
2 in future — is not expected to
feature, although queries about
the BBC’s current affairs pro-
gramming may be raised at a
follow-up Q&A session at
Edinburgh on Saturday morn-
ing, where head of BBC news

Tony Hall is appearing.
Dyke’s MacTaggart is not

expected to dddresx Indepen-

dent commissioning, leaving
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Edinburgh: MacTaggart expected to confirm news move

indies still waiting to hear
about the structure that will
replace the Independent Com-
missioning Group.

HOT 'I'O TRO'I'

By Lucy RousE, TARA CONLAN
AND BARBARA MARSHALL

20

BBC head of drama serials Jane
Tranter has been offered the cor-
poration’s top drama commis-
sioning job, but her acceptance
depends on a rethink of the
commisstoning and production
structure, according to sources.
Insiders said this week that
deciding the structure of drama
commissioning and finding
roles for existing executives 1s
proving particularly complex.
Director of television Mark
Thompson is this week talking
to a number of in-house drama
executives about different mod-
els for drama commissioning.
He had been expected to
appoint a single drama com-
missioner to sit alongside com-
missioners for entertainment,
features and arts. But a source
close to Thompson told Broad-
cast this week that it had not yet
been decided whether there will

be a single commissioner or a

MIDAS TOUCH

OFF THE BOX

| BBC offers Tranter
&N top drama position

YENTOB POACHES GRANADA DUO

'BBC director of drama, entertainment and children’s Alan

Yantob is this week expected to sign up Granada controller of M

‘drama Simon Lewis and deputy Sue Hogg as in-house
‘executive producers, writes Colin Robertson. Reporting to
Yentobh, the pair have heen given a guaranteed output deal
‘to develop series and one-offs from an in-house department.
They will not be given commissioning responsibilities for
indies. Granada is understood to be gearing up to announce a
replacement, with Granada controller of comedy Andy
‘Harries tipped as the likely successor. The move puts an
end to months of speculation about Lewis and Hogg who

‘have been courted by the BBC since early June. Neither

| Gmnada nor tha BBG muld comment.

—

multi-]ayered structure.
Another source suggested
any drama commissioning role
might also involve some pro-
duction duties, which would
bring the drama commissioner
closer to the BBC division now
headed by director of drama,

entertainment and children’s
Alan Yentob.

This week it also emerged
that Yentob is about to hire

Granada controller of drama
Simon Lewis and his deputy
Sue Hogg as in-house execu-
tive producers, reporting direct-
ly to him (see box).

While commissioning struc-
tures for each of Thompson’s
four genre areas ditfer slightly
from one another, the new
structure in drama, has to
address in-house and indepen-
dent commissioning, produc-

tion 1n the nations and regions
and the strength of the drama in
pre and post-watershed slots.

tastEnders and Holby City, 1s
said by insiders to be ‘impor-
tant” 1n the future mix, although
his experience is not considered
to be as broad as Tranter’s.

stood to be considering long-
term plans to develop Elstree as

Current head of drama series
al Young, who oversees

Meanwhile, the BBC is under-

a drama centre as part of its
wide-ranging property review.
Sources confirmed that talks
about the future of the site are
taking place but deny produc-
tions such as Casualty, currently
in Bristol, and Doctors, in Birm-
ingham, may move to Elstree.
The use of Elstree has been
under scrutiny for a number of
years despite being the home ot
long-running series East-
Enders, Holby City and Grange
Hill. Other productions, such as

Top of the Pops, only use the

studios for part of the week.

WELL , YOoU CAN JUST
PAINT IT BACK IN AGAIN .

UKTYV factual channel editor
Andrew Lowrey is gearing up
to commission 120 hours of
extra factual programming from
indies and in-house producers
and is also planning to reposi-
tion digital channel UK Horl-
zons, writes Simon Ellery.
As part of the repositioning,
Lowrey has hired two senior
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GOLDEN YEAHSZS UKTV hoosts original factual output

staff. ITV2 broadcasting and
strategy executive Rupert Mor-
ling takes a new role as sched-
uler across factual channels
(UK Horizons and UK Style)
while Jane Wilson, currently
development producer at Flex-
tech channel Living Health,
joins as deputy editor of UK
Horizons.

Part of Morling’s brief 1s to
reposition UK Horizons so it
contains ‘darker content with
an edgier feel’. Under Wilson,
the channel will also crank up
Its original commissions quota
by 120 per cent to a total of 106

hours 1n 2001 .

Lowrey said he 18 looking
for new i1deas and interactive

proposals as well as output in
its traditional genres: history,
science, docu-soap, travel, nat-

ural history and adventure.

UK Style will double its orig-
inal factual quota to 124 hours
and 1s looking for food pro-
grammes. Commissioning for

HEAD oF DUILMENTARY
ARD INVESTI QATIONS
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Glhson takes
BBC docs joh
atter U-turn

BBC Bristol head of features
Jeremy Gibson has changed his
mind and decided to take the
BBC controller of documen-
taries and investigations job,
writes Georgina Lipscomb.

Gibson, who will report to

BBC factual and learning joint
directors Lorraine Heggessey

and Michael Stevenson, pulled
out of discussions at the start of
August saying he wanted to
stay 1in Bristol with as famaly
(Broadcast, 4.8.00).

He was thought to be 1n line
for a role as one of three new
regional chiefs, overseeing
BBC Bristol - a responsibility
that he will still take on, along-
side his new factual brief.
Gibson told Broadcast: ®
had time to carefully think 1t
through and realised that 1'd
missed a fantastic opportunity
to go forward.’

such as Watchdog,

both channels will start immi-

nently for transmission in 2001,

- Modern Times.

Based 1in Bristol, where he
will spend the beginning
and end of each week, Gibson
will divide the rest of his
fime between London and
Manchester, overseeing output
Inside
Story, Vets in Practice and
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CHARTS TERROR

BBC services
may come
with strings

MEDIA SECRETARY Tessa
Jowell was due to announce her
whih approval of the BBC’s proposed
__ new digital services on
-. Thursday, with one senior
source suggesting the conditions
imposed on the corporation in
return would be ‘tougher than
anticipated’, writes LUCY ROUSE.
As Broadcast went to press
Jowell was set to address the
Royal Television Society conven-
tion in Cambridge on Thursday
(13 September) unless recalled
to a reconvened parliament fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks in
the US earlier this week.

She was widely expected to
approve the plans for four new
digital channels and five digital
radio stations while imposing

conditions on the corporation.
These were expected to focus on
either ensuring the BBC keeps

to the programme and budget
| i | proposals it has outlined or
| ail,

' dropping one or more of the
« & \ proposed services. One source
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CENTER TOWER COLLAPSES

expected Jowell to address
industry concern over the role
of Ofcom in relation to the BBC.
A BBC spokeswoman told
Broadcast on Wednesday (12
September) that the corpora-
tion was still waiting to be
briefed on Jowell’s decision
and did not expect to get
much advance warning of the
content of her speech. ‘We
don’t think it’s going to be that
complicated. We’ve made a
phenomenal amount of com-

close to the government also
g §

'
N .

ry we have ever covered

BROADCASTERS WERE quick
to react to Tuesday’s disaster, pro-
ducing blanket coverage across
almost all main channels within
minutes of the tragedy.

News 24 went live with the
story at 13.53 and played out live
on BBC 1 from 14.09 to 18.00.
BBC 1 continued with news cov-
erage throughout the night, stalling

only between 19.30 and 20.30 to
air EastEnders and Changing
Rooms as News 24 switched to
BBC 2. BBC 1 returned for a spe-
cial hour-long programme present-
ed by David Dimbleby. News

continued on BBC 2. The 22.00
News pulled in 5.9 million viewers
and a 30 per cent share and BBC2’s
Newsnight doubled its audience.
BBC head of TV news Roger
Mosey said news teams WeEre
working at ‘maximum capacity,
adding: ‘This is the biggest story
we've ever covered.’
BBC news chartered a US-
bound flight with ITN on Tuesday
(11 September) but as Broadcast

went to press the plane was still
unable to take off, awaiting a deci-
¢ion from the Federal Aviation

24 Authority to reopen US air space.

Over at ITN, the entire staff of
060 worked on the story. The
organisation used its partners
Reuters, NBC and CNN to ensure
it was covering the story effective-
ly. ITN editor in chief Richard Tait
said: ‘This is arguably the most
important story since the advent of
television news.” Blanket coverage
ran on the ITN News Channel.

The ITV network screened live
coverage from 14.24 until 19.00,
breaking for Emmerdale, with a
news special from 19.30 to 20.00
followed by Who Wants to be a

Millionaire?, then news again at

21.00 with a 90-minute special.
[TV’s 22.00 bulletin picked up 7.6
million, a 35.6 per cent share.
ITN’s output on C4 went out
from 14.29 until 16.30, then again
from 19.00 to 19.50 with a news
special at 21.00. Channel 3, which
has commissioned LWT to produce
a 60-minute documentary, The Day
That Shook the World, to air this
Friday (14 September), screened
live ITN news from 14.20 until
17.30, then special news pro-
orammes at 17.30 and 19.00.
Sky News split its SIX-Strong
Washington bureau team into two,

with half going to New York. Some
on-screen Sky News presenters
worked for up to eight hours with
no scripts ‘and will keep going until
they fall over’, said Sky News head
Nick Pollard.
Online broadcasters’ news ser-
vices were swamped. Although
CNN.com trebled its capacity to
cope, the site was down throughout
the afternoon as demand surged
from the usual 14 million hits a day

to 9 million an hour.

The BBC, ITN and Sky sites all
experienced problems keeping up

mitments,’ she said.

Jowell had been expected to

address the BBC’s digital plans

in a speech at the Edinburgh
Television Festival two weeks
ago, but cancelled her ap-

pearance at the last minute for
personal reasons.

The RTS event is scheduled
to go ahead as planned,
although the RTS has said key
US speakers News Corp chair-

man Rupert Murdoch and
Liberty Media chairman John

with demand for news.

| Malone have pulled out.
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